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Office, escaped with a whole skin.    The charges
against him were, indeed, highly serious.  Exasper-
ated in a dungeon, the misguided secretary had
allowed himself, in his ravings, to insult not only the
King but the Deity.    " God sleeps 1    God sleeps! "
he had exclaimed, and his words had been heard and
noted.    " This   proposition,"   the   official report
declared, " is heretical, as if God had no care for
human beings, when the Bible and the Church
affirm that He does care."    That was bad enough,
but worse followed.    " If it is God the Father,"
said the miscreant, " who has allowed the King to
behave so disloyally towards me, I'll pull God the
Father's  nose!"    "This   proposition,"   said  the
official report, " is blasphemous, scandalous, offen-
sive to pious ears, and savouring of the heresy of the
Vaudois, who affirmed that God was corporeal and
had human members.    Nor is it an excuse to say
that Christ, being made man, had a nose, since the
words were spoken  of the First Person of the
Trinity."    The stake was the obvious retribution
for such wickedness, and the proper preparations
were being made when the people of Saragossa
suddenly rose in arms.    The ancient liberties of
Aragon, its immemorial rights of jurisdiction, were
being infringed, they asserted, by the King and the
Holy Office.    They invaded the prison, beat to
death the royal governor, and set Perez free.    He
escaped to France; but his safety proved expensive
to Saragossa.    For soon afterwards the King's army